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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, NG 

SUBJECT: SELF-HELP FUNDS-NIGER 
REF: A. NIAMEY 1006; B. NIAMEY 674 

WOULD APPRECIATE AF/W ASSISTANCE IN PRYING LOOSE $20,000 
OF SELF-HELP FUNDS FOR PROJECTS DESCRIBED REFTEL A. WE 
HAVE BEEN TRYING GET THESE FUNDS SINCE FEB 19 (REF B) 

AND NEED THEM URGENTLY TO GET ON WITH THESE PROJECTS, 
LARGEST ONE OF WHICH DIRECTLY RESPONSIVE TO PRESIDENT 
KOUNTCHE'S REQUEST. FOOTDRAGGING ON OBLIGATIONS THESE 
FUNDS SEEMS STRANGELY INCONSISTENT WITH URGINGS WE 
HAVE RECEIVED TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE ON SELF-HELP PROJECTS 
(PARA 5 OF AF NEWS LETTER NO. 331, FEB 25) AND ADMONITION 
FROM AID/W TO "REMAIN VIGILANT TO SHORT-TERM ASSISTANCE 
NEEDS AS THEY EMERGE IN SAHEL OVER NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS." 
WE CAN PUT $20,000 EFFECTIVELY TO WORK RIGHT AWAY.HECK 
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